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History:  This chapter was Ordinance 14-0616-01 (adopted July 21, 2014). 
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Section 51-1 Businesses Section 51-6 

 

 

Article I Business License Fee 

 

Section 51-1 License Required 

 No person shall operate, maintain or otherwise engage in any business, occupation or 

activity designated hereafter in this article without first obtaining a license from the City of 

Delaware City, including, but not limited to, mobile or transient businesses. 

 

Section 51-2 Definitions 

 As used in this Article, the following terms shall have the meaning indicated: 

 

 Establishment:  Building or part thereof, from which any merchandise or commodities 

are dispensed or facilities or services are provided to members of the general public. 

 Mobile Business:  Any motor or horse drawn vehicle, or stand that is not permanent in 

nature, from which any merchandise or commodities are dispensed or services are provided to 

members of the general public. 

 Person:  Includes firms, companies, corporations, partnerships and associations, as well 

as individuals. 

 

Section 51-3 License Year 

 The license year shall begin January 1 and end December 31 of each calendar year. 

 

Section 51-4 License Required Before Start of Business 

  Annual licenses must be obtained prior to opening, starting or continuing any business, 

occupation or activity as described in this chapter for any license year. 

 

Section 51-5 License Fee 

 The cost of the annual license fee for Establishments shall be $50.00.  The cost of the 

annual license fee for Mobile Businesses shall be $150.00. 

 

Section 51-6 Application for License 

 Applications for licenses shall be addressed to The City of Delaware City, in writing, 

verified by oath or affirmation and signed by the applicant.  Each applicant shall give the 

following information: 

  a.)  The home or business address of the applicant; 

  b.)  If the applicant is a partnership, the names and addresses of the individuals 

composing the partnership; 
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Section 51-6 Businesses Section 51-10 

 

 

  c.)  If the applicant is not an individual, the names and addresses of the principal 

officers of the corporation or entity; 

  d.)  A full description of the nature of the business or enterprise for which the 

license is required; 

  e.)  A statement that the applicant has complied with all laws and ordinances of 

the City of Delaware City; 

  f.)  A copy of a current State of Delaware business license; and 

  g.)  Any Establishment or Mobile Business engaged in preparing or selling food 

and/or beverages, shall submit a copy of its Board of Health certificate. 

 

Section 51-7 When Taxes or Assessments are Due 

 No license shall be issued under this chapter to premises upon which any taxes or 

assessments are outstanding and past due to The City of Delaware City.  

 

Section 51-8 Licensed Business to be Lawful  

 It shall be a condition to the issuance of any and all licenses under this chapter that the 

business, occupation or activity licensed shall be used and operated only for lawful purposes. The 

right of The City of Delaware City, Delaware, in its discretion, to refuse to grant any license and 

to revoke any license previously granted is hereby specifically reserved. 

 

Section 51-9 Prohibited Practices 

 a.)  A Mobile Business is prohibited from selling its products, merchandise, food and/or 

beverages, or wares within the C-1 District (Central Commercial) and C-2 District (General 

Commercial) of The City of Delaware City. 

 

Section 51-10  Issuance of License 

 a.)  Upon the receipt of an application completed in good order, the City Manager shall 

examine such application and shall ascertain by such examination whether the activities indicated 

and described are in accordance with the requirements of this chapter and all other pertinent laws 

and ordinances. 

 b.)  If the City Manager is satisfied, the activities described in the application for a license 

and the information filed therewith conform to the requirements of this chapter and other 

pertinent laws and ordinances, the City Manager shall issue a license to applicant. 
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Section 51-10 Businesses Section 51-14 

 

 

 c.)  If the application for a license describes an activity or contains information which 

does not conform to the requirements of this chapter or other pertinent laws or ordinances, the 

City Manager shall not issue a license, but shall return the application to the applicant with his 

refusal to issue such license.  Such refusal shall, when requested, be in writing and shall contain 

the reasons therefore. 

 

Section 51-11  Suspension or Revocation of License 

 Any license issued pursuant to this chapter shall be subject to suspension or revocation by 

the City Manager for violation or any provision of this chapter or for any grounds that would 

warrant the denial or issuance of such license in the first place.  The City Manager, upon 

revocation or suspension, shall state his reasons in writing and specify the particular grounds for 

such revocation or suspension. 

 

Section 51-12 Posting of Licenses 

 All licenses issued under this chapter shall be posted in a public place in the 

Establishment or Mobile Business for which it is issued, or, as the case may be, shall be carried 

on the person of the licensee.  Establishments and Mobile Businesses engaged in preparing or 

selling food and/or beverages shall also post a copy of its Board of Health certificate. 

 

Section 51-13 Form of License 

 The City of Delaware City shall prescribe the form of the license certificate to be issued 

to applicants. 

 

Section 51-14 Violations and Penalties 

 Whoever shall violate any provisions of this article shall be subject to a fine of not more 

than $100.00.  Each day that a business, occupation or activity is carried on, prosecuted, 

conducted or engaged in without a proper license having been obtained pursuant to this article or 

any other applicable law shall be deemed to be a separate offense. 

 

Sections 51-15 to 51-20 Reserved 


